Wednesday, May 23" 2008
Friends,

The recent deaths of Sgt. Isaac Palomarez (Loveland, Colorado) in
Afghanistan and Sgt. Glen Edward Martinez (Monte Vista, Colorado) in
Iraq moved me to write the following perspective on the significance of
Memorial Day to the Latino and Latina community. I hope other
Latinos/as write their own opinions and share them with our community.
We need everyone to read how we feel on this special day. If possible,
please share my perspective with the English and Spanish language media
in your region. Take care.

Gus Chavez, Co-founder
Defend The Honor

Memorial Day: A Latino Perspective

Memorial Day is almost upon us and on Monday, May 26, our nation will
celebrate and pay tribute in honor of our fallen men and women
warriors. This day of honor has been around since the American Civil
War and over the years has gained importance and significance to
generations of families whose sons and daughters made the ultimate
sacrifice in defense of our country. While questions remain over the
wisdom of engaging in particular wars, there is no question over the
patriotism, participation and ultimate commitment exhibited by the U.S.
Latino and Latina warrior community.

This has been most evident when we see that over 500,000 Latinos fought
and were involved in World War II and thousands more in the Korean and
Vietnam Wars. The Latino combined death toll in these three wars alone
was in the thousands and represented warriors from all communities
including Puerto Rico. More recent, the final number of Latinos and
Latinas sacrificing their lives due to our involvement in Afghanistan
and Iraq is unknown at this time, but given the instability of these
countries and others in the world, many will continue to perish.

Unfortunately, until recently the Latino and Latina U.S. military
experience had never really been accepted or recognized by many public
and private entities, including some in our community, as being vital
and important to our history. We, the Latino and Latina community,
whether we are citizens, resident aliens or undocumented persons, have
been loyal fighting patriots. The first recorded American death in Irag
was 28 year old U.S. Marine Lance CPL Jose Gutierrez, a U.S. green card
holder from Guatemala City, Guatemala. He was killed on March 21, 2003.

Today over 4,000 American soldiers have been killed in Irag and as in
past wars, many have been Latinos. To date, more than 391 Latinos have
been killed in Iraq.

Latinos and Latinas have made an impact on our nation’s ability to
defend itself. Some have asked, “Why are Latinos opting into military
service?” University of California San Diego Professor Jorge Mariscal
responds pointedly when he analyzes the strong military Latino and
Latina recruitment campaigns in our communities. He states.” "Mexican



American or Chicano/a youth —-- that is, the children of families who
have been in the U.S. for many decades, if not centuries —-- continue to
have a relatively limited range of life opportunities."

Today there are over 45 million Hispanics in the U.S. and growing.
Given our numbers, it is not surprising to read about the military’s
interest in our youth. According to John McLaurin, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Human Resources, who spoke recently about the
size of the "Hispanic ... recruiting market." The goal is "to boost the
Latino numbers in the military from roughly 10 per cent to as much as
22 per cent."

Will Memorial Day continue to be as significant a day of honor in the
future for the Latino and Latina community? If successful in his
quest, the latter comments by John McLaurin strongly suggest that
Memorial Day will continue to be an important day for Latino families
as we honor and pay our respect in remembrance of our heroes. Rafael
Ojeda from Tacoma, Washington quotes “All gave some, some gave all.”

To our fallen Latino and Latina warriors on this Memorial Day, we don’t
say goodbye to you, we say gracias and may you rest in peace.

Gus Chavez, Co-founder
Defend The Honor

Spanish Translation by: Professor Reymundo Marin, President of
InterAmerican College, National City, CA

El lunes 26 de mayo, Dia de los Veteranos Caidos, se aproxima. La
nacién entera celebrard y rendird tributo a miles de héroes, hombres y
mujeres caidos. Este dia de honor ha existido desde la Guerra Civil
Americana y a través de los aZos ha cobrado gran importancia y
significado a generaciones y familias cuyos hijos e hijas hicieron el
maximo sacrificio en la defensa de este pais. Aunque se pueda debatir y
queden preguntas sin contestar sobre el juicio de envolucrarse en
ciertas guerras, no queda lugar a duda del patriotismo, participaciédn,
y Ultimo sacrificio de miles de latinos y latinas de los Estados
Unidos.

Este hecho es muy evidente al ver que mas de 500,000 latinos y latinas
lucharon y participaron en la Segunda Guerra Mundial, y miles mds en
las guerras de Korea y Vietnam. El numero total de los caidos en estas
tres guerras asciende a millares, provinientes de las comunidades mas
pequeZas a grandes ciudades a lo largo del pais, incluyendo las
comunidades de Puerto Rico. Las cifras exactas de latinos enlistados en
las contiendas mds recientes de Afganistdn e Irag se desconoce, pero
dada la inestabilidad de estos paises, y otros en el mundo, muchos
seran los caidos.

Hasta época muy recientemente, las contribuciones de latinos y latinas
en las fuerzas armadas de los Estados Unidos no habian sido reconocidas
o aceptadas como importantes por entidades publicas o privadas,
incluyendo sectores de nuestra comunidad. Aungque en nuestras



comunidades nos negaban los derechos civiles méds fundamentales,
nuestros veteranos abrieron la brecha de la oportunidad para futuras
generaciones. Nosotros, los latinos, seamos ciudadanos, residentes, o
indocumentados, hemos sido patriotas y leales defensores de este pais.
La primera baja registrada de americanos muertos en Iraq es la del
Lance Corporal, José Gutiérrez, U.S. Marine, de 28 aZos de edad, de la
ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala, con tarjeta de residente permanente.
Murié el 21 de marzo de 2003.

Hasta la fecha méds de 4000 soldados americanos han muerto en Iraq, y de
éstos, 391 son latinos.

Latinos y latinas han tenido un impacto importante en la defensa de los
Estados Unidos. Algunos se preguntan, ¢por qué los latinos optan por
ingresar al servicio militar? Jorge Mariscal, Profesor de la
Universidad de California, San Diego, responde claramente al analizar
las fuertes campaZas de reclutamiento en las comunidades latinas. Dice,
“los jdévenes méxico americanos o chicanos, es decir, los hijos de las
familias que han vivido en los Estados Unidos por décadas o siglos,
contintian teniendo oportunidades limitadas en la vida.”

Segun las cifras mds recientes, habemos mds de 45 millones de latinos
en los Estados Unidos y esto va en aumento. Dadas estas cifras, no es
sorprendente leer que las fuerzas armadas se interesan en nuestros
jévenes. Segun John McLaurin, Asistente Secretario del Ejército de
Recuros Humanos, hablando recientemente del tamaZo del mercado hispano
dijo, “la meta es de aumentar las cifras del 10 por ciento al 22 por
ciento en las fuerzas armadas. “

;Continuard siendo un dia significativo de honor el Dia de los Caidos,
Dia Memorial, a las generaciones futuras latinas? Si la propuesta de
John McLaurin logra su meta, El Dia de los Caidos seguird cobrando
importancia como un dia de honor y respeto a las familias latinas para
recordar sus héroes. Rafael Ojeda de Tacoma, Washington dijo, “algunos
dieron parte de si mismos, otros dieron el todo.”

En este Dia de los Caidos, a los héroes, latinos y latinas, no les
decimos adios simplemente, sino gracias y gque en paz descansen.

Guz Chavez, Co-Fundador
Defendiendo el Honor



